- By ELIZABETH SHIELDS

H
4

[ A "r Lt { -

’

ﬂlﬂdhndl-ﬂr o

i | ey i e T
4 )
¥ 1
ot

qumxmml.m

CHARMING ACTRESS

- 'WHO DONATED HOME

. LIVES IN RETIREMENT

Friends Declare Her Sflence About the Future
Is Indicative of Her Intention of Joining the

Sisterhood to Whom She Gave Her $130,000
Long Island Estate—Precedent for Such 2

Step.

§ there truth in the report,
Siill persisting along the Rialto,
that Maude Adams will become

& nun?
Desplte various denials that the
$rent Ameriosn actress has adopted
| the Qatholle faith, it is being said
t the afcetic little Keeper of
nees. who has brought happi-
t9 thousands by her work on
the mage, now plans to bring those
same thousands peace through of-
fering explation for their wsins
within cloister and cell of the

. Iternal Bilence. .

Perhaps 1t is significant that
there has been neitheér denial nor
affirmation from Miss Adams her.
adlf.

WILL PROCEED QUIETLY.

It she ia to resign thé shining
position shé now graces with
SWestly potent personality to be-
©ome an indistinguishable entity in
& line of little, veiled figures, she
Probably will proceed as quletly
A&y she went about giving her
$150,000 Long Island estate to the
Bisterhood of the Cenacle of St.
Régis.

That gift was managed s unos-
tentatiously that not even those
elosely associated with stageland's
Peter, Pan, among them the Froh-
man agency, so much as suspected
that she contemplated separating
herself from “Bandy Girth" until
announcement was made through
the newspapers.

A leading member of the the-
atrical profession had this to say
codcerning the rumored retirement
of iss Adams.

t is being sald that she was
¥ ved inte the Catholic Church
571901, at the time she tempo-

left the stage because of
B8he traveled through
Burope and Egypt and then went
to Frange where she entered the
Convent of the Cenacle, to remain
for some time.
SATISFIED WITH THE LIFE.

Stage peeple are saying that
Miss Adams has resided In the
New York convent during nearly
all visits pald to this ecity within
the last three years. They believe
such circumstances Indicate more
than casual satisfaction with ser-
enity of the life.

“Furthermore, Miss Adams s

generally regarded as half actress
and half religituse. Asceticlsm is
the keynote of her life. Of course,
her choice of a lonely way Is due
partly to her frallness. Btill we

believe she prefers spiritual isola-

tion to the usual manner of exist-
ence."

Another member of the profes-
slon pointed out that if ghis.femi-
nine apex of the famous stage
triangle which included James M.
Barrie and Charles Frohman
should take the vell her renuncia-
tion would not be without prece-
dent amohg actresses.

STORY OF TWO DECADES AGO.

Gathering sheen of romance
through twenty years there still is
told the story which stertled the
theatergoing public two decades
dgo of Urace Raven.

Called the most beautiful woman
on the American stage, young, tal-
ented, and at the beginning of bril-
liant success, she left It all for the
loneliness and rigid simplicity of
the Convent of the Good Shepherd
at Carthage, near Cincinnati.

When Miss Raven was graduated
from the convent at the age of
sixteen, she sald:

“l am going on the stage. My
mother and father are poor. They
are growing old, and I must pro-
vide for them while they Ilive
When I have done that 1 will ask
the good sisters to number me
among them."

For six years she successfully
played leading parts in “Mohte
Cristo,” and other productions In
which James O'Neill was the star.
Durihg hér long period of playing
in this country and abroad, every
niornlhg saw her in attendancs at
mass.

BADE WORLD FAREWELL.

After her parents died she said
farewell to the world:

“l came from the convent to
serve my father and mother, Now
1 will return to the convent to
serve ny God."”

The house of Our Lady of the
Cenacle rises high above the Hud-
son where the lordly river broad.
ens far uptown. It is founded upon
memory of the “Upper Chamber'
where Christ ater the last supper
with the Apostles, and where the
bread and wine were spoken of as
the sacred body and blood.

Here it was that the Bpirit of

/

AUDE ADAMS m.-ny.b.mwu this $130,000 home at Lake Ronconkoma, Long
Island, on the Gentle S! ‘ars of Our Lady of Cenacle. It is now rumored on
Broadway thatshe is to enter the sisters’ convent. Miss Adams is shown below.

the Holy Ghost descended upon the
disciples in the tongues of fire and
sent them forth to spread the new
Christian doctrine.

St. Regils, a Jesult missionary,
was made patron saint of the
order, which is bound to provide a
place of seclusion for religious de-
votion and reat and for the unhap-
vy who find it hecessary to with-
draw for a time from the hurry
and disttactions of the world,
CHARM OF THE BISTERHOOD.

The sisterhood is composed most-
Iy of Frehch women and, like the
“Blue Nuns" of the Order of St,
Marle Reparatirice, they possess
the culture and refinement usual-
ly assoclated with women of the
soclal world. As part of thelr
work Is teaching, they are remark-
ably well educated. Thelir charm
never is so apparent as when a
group of five or six flutter Into
the chapel, like silent doves, to
make a low genuflection before
the ailtar, holding their veils
outspread at elther side.

These, then, nre the gentle be-
ings with whom would be usso-
clated the elusive figure of the
stdge If she were to formake her
already none toe mundane |n-
terests to become the bride of
heaven.

ELEVEN NOVICES NOW.

Even as she entered the con-
vent upon the first occasion, she
might enter for her last, long re-
treat at %he beginning of May,
month held macred to Mary, bright
spirit of humility in women,

There first would be a novitiate,
a probationary period of the white
vell. There now are eleven nov-
ices In the Convent of the Cenacle.

Eventually wolild come a day
when renuneclation must be com-
plete. While volces chanted the

1
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. (Coprright by Charles Frohman.)

stately measures of solemn high
mass, the one-time portrayer of
Lady Babble and of the poor little
eust side of London Cinderella

would be led to the aitar rail and
the black veil awalting her there.

Vowns of poverty, chastity, obedl.

ence and the volce of the priest:

mmmmum
dh”.ﬂel.dhrhquﬂ lll
two baptisms
mnrtn‘onr'
Finally the awful moment of the
clevation and the air filled, seem-
Ingly, with the rushing of angels’

b wings: Afterward the black wveil

descending upon the bowed head

of her who had made the great.

surrender!

Is the little mysterious ‘woman
who personally, rather than
through ithe creature of her imagi-
nation, stands for perpetual youth,
spring, sunshine, and joy and
children old and young, planning
this terrific gesture?

SECLUDED IN HER HOME.

At her home in Schenectady she
remains secluded, wrapped by the
sllenoe—almost the secrecy—which
has shtt her away almost from
the time she came to New York
more than thirty years ago, a
soaredayed, poorlydressed girl
and managed to find a place with
Bothern’s company.

It is the same sllence which al-
most was broken on a night in
May, 1918 when wordl was brought

‘to her in the theater at Kansas

City, where she was playing
“Quality Street” that her ben

and old friend, Charles Frohman,
had perished with the sinking of
the Lusiténia.

“Surely she will speak now,”
sald the world.

But the silence, undisturbed, at
first caused many to wonder if
the artist sp versed In simulating
human mvoods had no emotions
of het own. Later, when it was
told how she went through that
night's performance Wwith tear-
stained eyes, and with volce con-
tinually breaking, there sprang
up & new admiration for her thor-
oughbred spirit.

SHE SETTLED QUESTION.

It was upon this ooccasion that
she settled the much discussed
questiorl of her marriage to Mr.
Frohman by allowing her man-
ager to deny that such ever had
existed.

Miss Adams is probably the
only actress within all the history
of the stage who never has beén
interviewed by a member of the
press. Nor has she ever resorted
to any aoction which might bring
her name before the public, how-
ever indirectly, In & manner not
connected with her work.

Apparently the only excursion
outaide of her seclusion was upon
the occasion, four years ago, when
she broke a msecond lifelong rule,
that of playing on Bunday, to give
a performance of “A Kias for Cin-
detrella” for the soldiers at Camp
Lewis, outside Seattle,

1t is sald that Frohman himself
was responsible for her inacessi-
bility. At the time she began
laying the foundations of her suc-
cens here, soon After her arrival
from the Pacific Coast where she
played in stock with her mother,
Annle Adams Kiskadden—she felt

BECOME A NUN, BROADWAY RUMOR INSISTS,
GIFT OF LONG ISLAND ESTATE TO SISTERHOOD

PETER PAN OF STAGE
MAKES CONVENT HOME
WHILE VISITING CITY

Miss Adams Always Is a2 Welcome Visitor at
- New York House of Sisterhood of Cenacle of
* St. Regis, Where She Resides When in Man-
hattan—Actor Declares She Was Received

Into Church in 1901.

normal interest in the public and
publieity. -

But Mr, Frohman, it is said, in-
sisted that the public would find
the Maude Adams if it were per-
mitted no knowledge of the Maude
Adams of real life. Ilusion, he
argued, would be preserved by
silence and mystery.

Accordingly Miss Adams no
longer made speeches in response
to curtain calls; she dev the
attitude, at least, of almost mor-
bid fear of being quoted; she never
was seen about; she sequestered
herself in a mysterious town
house BEast Forty-first street and
established summer residences at
Onteora, N. Y., and at Lake Ron-

conkoma, the K Long 1sland estate
just donated to the Cenacle

It + =8 in 1918, whils playing in
Atlanta, Ga., that she left the
stage after a severe attack of In-
fluenza. The excessive mental de-
pression which often follows this
malady is well known. It is quite
possible that this may have driven
the gentle, sensitive woman into a
convent of the order of huns with

whom she found repose many
years before under somewhat sim-

{lar circu N

Perhaps that repose means more
to her now than worldly triu
Burely with the sisters of the .
acle she would be able to en the
sllencea and the oblit of
Maude Adams, the person, whish
she has seemed to desire.

New French Law Permits
Exporting of Works of Art

PARIS, Feb. 4.
F interest to Ai;nerlm.n collec-
tors and dealers is the new
French law on the exporta.
tion of works of art which re-
.places the 1820 law, much eriti-
¢ized, forbidding such exportation.

As a result of the 1920 law art
auctions in Paris became deserted
by American dealers, many of
whom moved their offices to Brus-
sels and Londoh, and Paris lost its
reputation as center of the art-
auction world, held since the
Second Empire. The new law Is
calculated to remedy this state of
affairs.

In substance the new legislatipn
i= as follows:

Article 830. The law of August
81, 1920, forbldding the exporta-
tion abroad of objects of art Is
hereby abrogated.

Article 31, Excluded from the
exoheration pfovided In Article 72
of the law of June 25, 1920, and
subject therefore to the tax of 10
per cent edicted by Articles 5% and
63 of that law, affairs applying to
the sales by antiquaries on their
own account of curiosities, an-
tiquities, old books, furniture and
objects of collection, also sales of
paintings, pastels, designs, original
sculpture, engravings and old

Will continte to benefit from ex-
oneration: oollections of natural

history, paintings, aguarelies, 8¢
signs, pastels, original seulpture
and engravings by artists living or
dead less than twenly years

Article 37. In ease of public sale
of euriosities, antiquities, paint.
ings; etc:, 1 per cemt on the
value will be levied to the profit of
the fund for historical monuments.

Article 38. The State may exer-
cise pre-emption on all art sales.

The law, therefore, re-estab-
lishes the liberty of exportation of
objects of art and suppresses the
16, 20 and _. per cent taxes unfer
the old law.

On the other hand, the tax of 10
per cent on business transactions
which hitherto was not applied to
art sales now ls applied to them.

Thus paintings, wsculptare, en-

mvinnamlothcrworhotut,

which Americans have beem wun-
able to purchase and bring home
with them are now accorded free-
dom of exportation, but the French
government reserves to itself the
right to buy any object exposed
for sale if it so desires. Thus the
French museums are protécted.

The new law marks the trigmph
of eighteen months’ endeavor by
Edouard Jonas, president of /the
Syndicate of Curiosities and Mne
Arts, powerfully aided by Duveon
Brothers, Jacques Seligman and
other large American dealers.

CRIPPLING US IN NAVAL BASES MAY WRECK ARMS PARLEY,

- SAYS EXPERT WHO POINTS OUT GREATEST FLAW IN CONFERENCE

AMERICAN FLEET PUT
AT GREAT HANDICAP

_BY ISOLATED STATIONS

Capl. George A. Schreiner Insists British and
Japanesc Fleets Arc Always Within Safling
Distances of Their Pacific Stations—Coast
Artillery That Could Not Convert Any Point
Into Naval Base in Three Weeks Is Useless.

By Oapt. Geo. A. Schreiner.

EING a most complacent
group of gentlemen, the
American delegation to the

Washington Conference had by
December 15 accepted the following
econditions regarding naval bases
fn the Pacific:

“It s agreed that wits respect
fortifications and naval bases,
fa the Pacifie region, Iincluding
Hongkong, the status quo shall
be maintained; that is, that thére
shall be no Increasq in these forti-
floations and naval bases sxoept
that this restriction shall not apply
to the Hawalian Islands, Australia,
New Zealand and the islands com-
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ping of the naval station on Quam.

Mugh fuse had been made about
Guam in the Conference. 'The
Japanese could not see why the
United Btates wanted that naval
base. In the future all was to be
harmony between the four Powers
that were about to enter Into a
League of the Paecifie. Guam,
therefore, seemed to be utterly out
of place.

A8 usual, the Japanese had the
backing of their British friendas.
However, it did ooour
American delegation finally that
scrapping Guam might be consid-

out that they form in reality a
stesl wall about the Japanese
home Islands, and Toklo now pro-
poses to Include: the “island of
Bonin In the scheme,

The United States has nine navy
yards, nine naval stations, one na-
val operaling base and one naval
base; & total of twenty points st
which the navy may find
stores And dockage. __—
Thhml-eom“.,a-
tio of 43-16-20,

The British bases encircle the
globe like s belt. The Japanese
bases are grouped very closely by
reason of the small territory they
encompass, while the Unlied
States bases Are slrung over a
coastline of 12,000 mlles, and
flung as far as the Philippines,

BRITAIN'S GREAT BASES.

On the road from BEngland to
the Pacifie lle for thé€ support ot
the British fleet-of-war the follow-
ing naval bases. Gibraltar, Malta,
Port Said, Aden, Bombay, Madras,
Rangoon, Karachi, Calcutta, Co-
lombo, Singapore, Hongkong, and
Wet-hal-wel., Bhould the British
fleet decide to sall around the
Cape of GQood Hope, it would find
protection and supplies at the fol-
lowing: Freetown (Sierra Leonas),
Capetown, Zanzibar, Der-es-8Bal-
aam, and Mauritius, or eighteen
bases altogether,

The Japaness would have the
benefit of every one of thelr six.
teeh home naval bases, while the
American fleet, after leaving the
Pacifle coast, would depend upon
the naval bases in Hawall, Guam,
Cavite and Olon P 1., and
Tutuila, Samoa, or five altogether,
soattered widely apart over lines
of communication about 9,000 miles
lmu

The British fleet koing into the
Paocific would have a naval base
constantly within easy steaming
distancs, The Japaness baséa are

80 close together that they can be
compared to spoke sockets in the
hub of & wheel. But the distances
between the American bases- are
s0 greal as to almost tax to the
limit the bunker capacity of any
man-of-war,

U. 8. FLEET HANDICAPPED,

A defeated British or Japanese
squadron could take refuge in a
nearby naval base, while an un-
lucky American fleet would have
no refuge at all with the scene of
sctfon properly selected by the
enemy,

To say, then, that the odds
are against the Ame fleet In
the Pacifie is putting It mildly.
Yet the American conferees have
already “aceepted a statue quo
made for them by Great Britain
and Japan, and that status quo Is
to be maintained, unless fear of
what the Unlted States Benate
may do should persuade the con-
ference to revise its plana,

Much wiggling has been done by
the conference In Interpreting
terms. Hut it is hardly possible
that the terms quoted oan be con-
strued into meaning something
else when they are examined.
There I8 to be “no Increase in
these fortifications and naval
bases,” says the preliminary draft.

If words have any meaning at
all, these words would mean that
the United States may not estaly
lish even so much as anol'ywr
coast battery In the Philli/ine
Islands or elsewhere in the reglon
ircluded.

BASES EASILY BUILT.

There been open talk about
the conference to the effect of
Uncle Sam ' having abdicated in
the Pacifle. The conferces of the
lessor powers lauwgh about It, and
think it the only humorous fea-

ture of tia parley,
Meanw Amorican  dele-
gation s naval sxperts oon-
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gifler all such matters gravely,
thoroughly and with great deliber-

ateness. The Amefican delega-
tion has passed under the im-
pression that It takes years to

build coast fortifications and es-
tablish naval bases, ‘and thmt from
this angle we and the promised
status quo arp safe. \

Of course, the British and Japa-
nese naval and artillery experts
could tell a different story. But
it is not in their interest to do so.

The naval experts who advise
the American delegation will be
surprised to learn that any group
of military engineers and artillery
officers wérth their salt can con-
vert any point into a coast forti-
fication, or even a naval base,
in the time required to set con-
crete,

DARDANELLES LESSON,

For thelr guldance, here {8 how
the Germans and Turks re-enforced
the “fortifications” along the Dar-
danelles anfl In the waters of
Smyrna in Asia Minor,

The British had a naval mission
in Turkey at the outbreak of the
European war. The mission was
headed by Admiral Limpus, as-
sisted by a large staff of able of-
floers. The mission was In charge
not only of the Turkish navy, but
of all Turkish coast fortifications
an well,

When the Turkish government
decided to enter the war on the
side of the Central Powers against
the Entente, Admiral Limpus and
his officers were dismissed. Be-
fore they went they did a great
deal of damage to the Turkish
fleet by smashing all the delicate
parts of the machinerfy, removing
every gun sight, and what net.

In addition they put out of reach
whatever could be carried easily
out of a coast battery,

As a crownln effort the

at R
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But that was not the worst of
it. The British knew to a dot the
location, range and bore of every
gun; how much ammunition there
was, and the nature of the protect-
ing works.

The Germans then had their
hands full when they took over
the coast defense sy#tem of the

Dardanelles. Turkey lacked guns
and other materials neéed to
make & strictly “modern” of

the necessary réearming.

The British and French fleets
made their first demonstration
against 8id-il-Bahr and Kum Kale
on November 30, a few days after
Turkey had gone to war., The Al
lies did not feel like risking many
ships. They took good care to stayv
out of range of the coast guns, and
after a few hours' work withdrew,
though not without ecausing u
magezine to blow up in Sid-il-Bahs,

Feveriash activity set In at the
Dardanelles. First of all most of
the heavy pleces,

llmntm
guns, were shifted to éther L

DECREPIT DEFENSES.

However, that did not Impreve
anything In a very thorough muan
ner. The old emplacements ha! t
be used. Most of them had b «u
Iald down In 1835, They consis |
of & stone barbette, upon which t
guns were mounted, oasemates
under the epaulgments, in whial
the ammunition' was stored, and
the parapet in front.

The walls were of native lime-
stone and to proteot the battery
a thick rampart, or parapet, was
laid in frent of the guna and over
the casemate roof, There was no
other protection, the entire bar-
bette being under the open sky.

Such were the batteries that met
the fire of the Allied armada on
March 18, 1915, consisting of
elghteen line-ships and the super-
dreadnought-cruiser “‘Queen Elisa-
beth.,” But when the sun sank
on that fateful day, the French had

loat the “Bouvet,” and the British,
the *“Irresistible” and “Ocean,”
while the “Queen Ellzabeth” was
ready to go to Malta, and was
followed there three days later, by
a whole flock of erippled British
and French line-ghips.

The fact is that the Germana
and Turks duplicated every coast
battery along the Dardanélles in
less than three weeks. This is
no mere theory. It was done.

FORT ROSE LIKE MAGIC.

Tha #ite of “Fort” Dardanos
was nothing but a bare hllitop
when the British naval mission
left Turkey.

Admiral Usedom Pashe and

Martens Pasha decided to strength-
en the Dardanelles defenses with
A battery put  there, The fire
fleld was excellent and the Ana.
tolle 1 shore did not have batteries
anyway. The first problern was
0 get the guns.

Bafly In August the small Ger-
man cruiser Breflau and the bat-
tle orulser Goeben had sought
wfuge In the Dirdanelles, being
hard pressed by the allied fleet.
As a mun-of-war the Breslau was
Mt of muoh wvalue, so her guns
went w0 arm “Fort Dardanos.”
FINISMED IN 8 WEEKS,

The fort was completed In less
than th™« weeks. A oconcrete
nartette whs put down even with
the grovndd of the hllitop. Upon
this 1he e 15-centimeter guns
of the Mregiau were set. No par
Maget wuk wregted. The guns were
protects® by armor of half-turret
shape and were sot far apart to
wiva olesrwnce for the shells of
tha ellisd ship:

Hack o tha guns a communi-

cvion treseh was dug and rein-
fosd by heavy timbering. At
the poth ¢4 of the tremch was

the magaring while at the south
end wat e Tire sontrol statien.

That was all there was to “Fort
Dardanos.”

Throughout the entire series of
bombardments, from February 26
to March 25, 1915, only two of
the guns were ever out of action
and then dhly for a few hours.

SANK BRITISH SEA QUEENS,

All this time the “Fort” did
well. Tt sank the “Irresistible”
by literally slicing her to bits.

Her guns being small, it took
sixteen shells to do what with
large guns would have takem at
best four or five good hitas,

An interesting feature was that
the allled gunners made Dar-
danos a special target. They
never succeeded In ranging it,
but there Is no doubt that In
time the British and French
could have shot the hill from
under the fort. The turrets
could not be hit, becauss they
stood om the skyline—about the
worst target a wmseagoing gun
pointer can have.

It will be Interesting to mee
whether In the list of this it wi)l
be possible to preserve the status
quo In fortifications and naval
bases Iin the Pacific. The idea ie
too ludiorous to be entertiined
#0 long as guns can be made
beforehand and the other male
rials assembled-—enough cement,
some crushed rock anad a little
gand, so plentiful along all coasts.

BASE ONLY 3:WEEK JOB,

Those who know (he stery of
the Dardanelles campalgn of 1916
~and none know it better than
the British—must smile when they
see the American delegation
aravely considering what to do as
to naval bases and fortifiontions.

The coast ar'illety that could
not conver' i 1 v’ inte s good
naval base ' U thres weelts
”‘ to Le s iwuen h e
hooks.
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